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General Description 

Cleverly rhymed piyyut of 6 stanzas which features in Ashkenazi, not 
Sefardi li_t Eirst five spell out acrostically name of author ‘D'HD (perhaps 

2.— 

' Fifi ,U 13th century, Germany). Last (only in some prayerbooks) 
whose initials spell out the word pm. 

,7“ gig" for redemption and the restoration of the Temple, which 
is however referred to as *n‘mn 11‘: (cf Isa. 56:7) and therefore could, with 
interpretative licence, be taken in a more general sense. Stanzas 2-5 celebrate 
the Jewish people‘s deliverance from Egypt, Babylén, Persia and Greece. (Cf 
the interpretation of the Four Cups of the Seder as alluding to the nmbbn 9:1“, 
I. Pes. 10:1, Gen.R. 88:5.) Last stanza is a call for vengeance against Israel‘s 
enemies reminiscent of the 1mm 715w (Ps. 79.16) of the Seder. 
Thus only stanza 5 is strictly relevant to Chanukkah, but because it is 

mainly about the miracle of the oil, we have given preference to stanza 1, as 
beinglthe best known and including the openingwords by which the piyyut is 
known. (Question: should we have included stanza 5 as well?) 
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The.Problematic Line of the First Stanza 

mum 13m rum ran nfi‘: _ 

Literally: ‘When You will prepare a slaughter of the barkingfoe‘. 
Singer's 1962: ‘When thou shalt have utterly destroyed the blaspheming 

foe.’ 
_ . 

Singer‘s 1990: 'When You will have utterly silenced the loud-mouthed 
foe." . 

Cf Isa. 14:21, against the Babylonians: anus 119:: name 1*a wan, 'Prepare a 
slaughter of their children for the iniQuity of their parents‘ 
nmnn is poetic licence since the Pi‘el does not occur in Biblical or Mishnaic 

Hebrew (though the Pa‘el occurs in Talmudic Aramaic). 

The Theological and Ethical Problem 

Does God desire the destruction of the wicked? Not according to Ezekiel: 
n’m 131m mm 21213123 ’3 mm mm warm'ns mn’ ’J‘IR mm awn, 'As I live, says the 
Eternal God, I do not desire the death of the wicked, but that they turn from 
their way and live' (33:11). 
Should-we desire the destruction of the wicked? Not according to Beruriah. 

who rebuked her husband Rabbi Meir by telling him that Ps. 104235 should be 
read rum-I'm mm]: mm 'Let sins cease from the earth,’ not D’NQU, 'sinners,’ as 
the Masoretes nevertheless pointed it! (Ber. 10a)
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Omissions, Emendations and Reversions 

Singer‘s, 1890—1939: Traditional text (5 stanzas) 

].H. Hertz‘s The Authorised Daily Prayerbook..., 1941-1947: ditto, but 
problematic line emended to read nzmn 131 name m ny‘v, accompanied by a 
paraphrase in metre but with a footnote: 'By a slight change, this is now: 
"when Thou shalt cause all slaughter to cease, and the blaspheming foe.‘."‘ 

Singer's, 1943-1961: same emendation 

Singer's, 1962: reverts to traditional text 

Singer‘s, 1990: ditto, and adds stanza 6 

Forms of Prayer (West London Synagogue) 1841 onwards: No Ma'oz Tzur 

Ditto, Fifth Edition, 1898, under nmznb nnm, 'Children‘s Service for the Feast 
of Dedication‘: stanzas 1, 2, 3 and 5. The problematic line is emended to read: 
nzunn m Ham n’nmn n95, ‘When thou shalt have put an end to carnage and to 
the war-hound‘s fury'. 

Ditto, 1931 edition: Same Hebrew text but no translation; instead, 'Rock of 
Ages' by Rabbi Marcus Iastrow (1829-1903) and Rabbi Gustav Gottheil (1827- 
1903), based on Gott, main Fels, mein Heil und Ruhm by Rabbi Leopold Stein 
(1800-82). 

Forms of Prayer (RSGB), 1977: reverts to the traditional text, stanzas 1, 2, 3 
and 5, translating the problematic line: ‘The time You end all slaughterr, 
enemies shall falter' (as if still emended). 

Services and Prayers for Jewish Homes (L15), 1918: ‘Rock of Ages' only. 

Liberal Jewish Prayer Book, 1926: ditto 

Ditto, 1937: ditto 

Services and Prayers for Jewish Homes (ULPS), 1955: ditto 

Service of the Heart, 1967: new Hebrew version of stanza 1, then 'Rock of 
Ages'. 

Si'ddur Lev Chadash, 1995: Hertz‘s version of stanza 1 with new translation, 
then 'Rock of Ages‘


