Introducing !כֵּיף

( אֵיז◌ֶהWhat fun!)

A Hebrew programme geared for children in
Jewish Day and Supplementary Schools.
Produced exclusively in the United Kingdom
Background information:
1. The curriculum, graphics and design have been produced exclusively for
Leo Baeck College in the UK and are unique.
2. Learning is fun because it is achieved through games and thus minimises
the fear factor for children and teachers!
3. There are 7 units in total - 4 have already been published and are already
widely used in the UK, some parts of Europe, in the USA and South Africa.
4. Children start as early as 5 years of age.
5. By the end of the first unit, children are able to read and understand a
simple text in Hebrew and have learned 6 letters and 5 vowels.
6. By the end of the fourth unit, children will have learned all their Hebrew
letters and vowels.
7. The remaining 3 units, based around three new themes, builds on this
knowledge in the form of short stories, texts etc.
8. The strength of the programme is that each new unit builds on the
previous one and incorporates all the vocabulary from each. In this way,
children learn the language in building blocks.
9. Each unit is predicated on a Jewish value from Tanach - so the
programme, albeit a Modern Hebrew programme, is never far from Jewish
sources.
10. The programme allows for differentiation in the class from the first instance
as three different sizes of the same pictures and vocabulary are provided
in the Games Kit so that different levels of students can access the same
content at the same time, but in smaller groups/pairs etc. The bingo game,
which is played when all words, sounds and pictures have been
introduced, is an effective assessment tool to check whether children can
read, know the vocabulary etc and if not, what needs to be recapped.
11. Teachers can improve their vocabulary and knowledge through the
programme as it is given in small amounts and this should also increase
confidence within the teachers.
12. Teachers with more oral Hebrew ability can bring that into the lesson, but it
is not crucial as long as the target words for each unit are covered.
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The 7 units are:

מִשְׁפָּחָה
Shabbat שָׁבָּת
Toys צַﬠֲצוּﬠִים
Home בַּיִת
Synagogue בֵּית כְּנֶסֶת
Fruit and vegetables פֵּרוֹת וְיְרָקוֹת
Animals בַּﬠֲלֵי חַיִים
Family

The themes for each unit were chosen to reflect the children's experiences
and knowledge of the world as well as bringing in two specifically Jewish
themes. Each unit lends itself beautifully for integration into Jewish studies
lessons.
How to teach the programme:
The programme follows the natural acquisition of language by children and is
taught in different stages as set out below:
a. First, children have an oral and visual (pictures) experience of the target
vocabulary
• The target vocabulary to be taught for Unit 1 is:

, דּוֹדָה, דּוֹד, אָחוֹת, אָח, סַבְתָּא, סַבָּא, יַלְדָּה, יֶלֶד, אִמָא, אַבָּא,מִשְׁפָּחָה
. תִּינוֹקֶת,תִּינוֹק
b. Second, children move on to the whole words of those pictures – thus
giving a global understanding of the words.
c. Third, the words get broken down into syllables.
d. Fourth, the first sounds of each word is emphasised – these first sounds
of each word is the key to getting the children to read and write.
e. All the above four stages are achieved through playing many different
games, explained in a games guide, that are provided in the Games Kit.
f. Fifth, once the majority of the children can read all the target vocabulary
and know all their first sounds, they are ready to move onto their individual
activity book which revises all the knowledge thus far learned but in a
different way.
Children accumulate all the Hebrew letters and vowels over the first 4 units.
Full training and on-going support are provided for all users, which are done
face to face and, even very successfully, through SKYPE.
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Price list for Hebrew Curriculum
GAMES KIT FOR UNIT 1

!אֵיזֶה כֵּיף

( מִשְׁפָּחָהpacked in a durable carry case) comprising:

£
75.00

Games guide
Laminated pictures, wordcards, syllables and first sounds in three different sizes
Ten different bingo boards
A1 multifunctional games boards x 2 –“four in a row” & dartboard for use with all units
Student activity book (teacher use)
A3 laminated posters x 2 –

 מִשְׁפָּחָהscene and story

NEW!! – set of letter & vowel flashcards colour coded to be used when teaching each unit

GAMES KIT FOR UNIT 2

( שַׁבָּתpacked in a durable carry case) comprising:

10.00

60.00

Games guide
Laminated pictures, wordcards, syllables and first sounds in three different sizes
Ten different bingo boards
Student activity book (teacher use)
A3 laminated posters x 2 -

GAMES KIT FOR UNIT 3

 שַׁבָּתscene and story

( צַﬠֲצוּﬠִיםpacked in a durable carry case) comprising:

60.00

Games guide
Laminated pictures, wordcards, syllables and first sounds in three different sizes
Ten different bingo boards
Student activity book (teacher use)
A3 laminated posters x 2 -

 צַﬠֲצוּﬠִיםscene and story
P.T.O

GAMES KIT FOR UNIT 4

( בַּיִתpacked in a durable carry case) comprising:

Games guide
Laminated pictures, wordcards, syllables and first sounds in three different sizes
Ten different bingo boards
Student activity book (teacher use)
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60.00

A3 laminated posters x 2 -

בַּיִת

scene and story

Additional purchases

מִשְׁפָּחָה
Student activity book – Unit 2 - שַׁבָּת
Student activity book – Unit 3 - צַﬠֲצוּﬠִים
Student activity book – Unit 4 - בַּיִת

3.50

Student activity book – Unit 1 -

3.50
3.50
3.50

מִשְׁפָּחָה
Bingo boards for Unit 2 - additional set of 10 - שַׁבָּת
Bingo boards for Unit 3 - additional set of 10 - צַﬠֲצוּﬠִים
Bingo boards for Unit 4 - additional set of 10 - בַּיִת
Bingo boards for Unit 1 - additional set of 10 -

 מִשְׁפָּחָה- each
A3 laminated posters, scene and story, for Unit 2 -  שַׁבָּת- each
A3 laminated posters, scene and story, for Unit 3 -  צַﬠֲצוּﬠִים- each
A3 laminated posters, scene and story, for Unit 4 -  בַּיִת- each
A3 laminated posters, scene and story, for Unit 1 –

A1 multifunctional games board - each

10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00

2.50
2.50
2.50
2.50

10.00

Additional Carry Cases
A1 carry case

6.50

A3 carry case

2.50

A5 pocket wallet

.70
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!אֵיזֶה כֵּיף
Hebrew program m e

Guidance to enable students to progress and achieve

As the

אֵיזֶה כֵּיף

programme is predicated on each unit

building on the knowledge acquired from the previous one, it is
very important that students have a good grounding in each
unit before moving onto the next. That said it is not beneficial
for students to be at one stage or unit for longer than is
necessary as disinterest can set in. Therefore, a good balance
between embedding existing knowledge and moving onto new is
the key to ensuring that progress and achievement takes place.

This document is a useful guide for all

אֵיזֶה כֵּיף

users to help

their pupils achieve the learning outcomes at certain stages in
the teaching process.

Please note that the amount of time that is given is only a guide
and is not intended to be followed by the letter as it may not
suit each individual context. The time allocated is based on a
concentrated 45 minutes of teaching (the lesson itself may be
an hour long).
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For all units
Stage

1
Pictures only

2
Pictures and whole words
3
First sounds of the target
vocabulary
In parallel to this stage, the
syllable cards can be used to
help students with whole word
recognition or to slow down
students who are rushing ahead
4
Decoding with
separate letters and vowels

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this stage most children will be able
to:
Recognise and know how to say all the key words pertaining
to the unit with the help of the pictures
By the end of this stage most children will be able
to:
Read the target words without help of the pictures
By the end of this stage most children will be able
to:

Approx.
number
of lessons to
achieve LO
3-4

3-4

2-3

Vocalise all the first sounds of the target vocabulary and know
which words they come from. For eg. mi is for mishpacha, sa
is for saba and savta etc.

By the end of this stage most children will be able
to:

1

1-2

taught in the unit (and with
previous letters and vowels of
preceding unit/s)
5
Pictures, first sounds, whole
words
Assessing knowledge of
stages 1, 2 & 3
using bingo boards
before moving onto next stage
6
Student Activity Book

Make different letter and vowel combinations of varying
lengths and vocalise them.
By the end of this stage most children will be able
to:
•
•
•

1-2

Know the words of all the pictures
Read the whole words
Say the first sounds and know which words they come
from

By the end of this stage most children will be able
to:
Complete all exercises in the book

7
Move onto next unit and go
through the six stages above
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Eizeh Kef- A Practical Review
Over the past few years I have found myself feeling that there simply weren’t the Hebrew
teaching resources to meet my community’s needs. We have a small cheder, which has
grown from four to seventeen regular attenders, which meets on alternate Shabbat
mornings in term time. We taught Hebrew in groups that spanned a wide range of ages and
abilities. I found Ha-Sefer Sheli to be insufficiently stimulating for older learners, and I
was unsure about the whole word Hebrew teaching approach. I often felt that with the big
gaps we experience, children forgot the material over the long summer holiday and it
seemed as though we needed to begin each unit again. We also used Zman Likro which
aims to teach children to primarily decode Hebrew that is to read aloud without meaning.
It is based on carefully graded set of read aloud exercises. Good for older learners, it is
also sometimes a bit boring, despite the improvements in the new upgraded version. I
have found it useful for quickly taking kids through the basic reading skills, and identifying
gaps in their knowledge. I have a strong ideological problem with Signs and Wonders, a
programme that teaches children and adults to read English words in Hebrew letters, as I
want them to have a feel for Hebrew as a language.
And along came Eizeh kef. I think it’s a genius programme, as each unit focuses on
teaching about 15 or so words, which are all related by topic. Children of any ages quickly
pick up the Hebrew vocabulary, both orally and then by getting a sense of the whole
written word. And then, the genius part…individual letters are taught in the context of the
word the child has come to know. So, a child who knows the word mishpachah, family, can
then learn to read and write the letter/ vowel combination mi at the beginning of the
word. And so on for all the words in each unit, so that over time each child builds up
recognition of the entire Hebrew alphabet and vowels. I love the colourful and engaging
books, which you instinctively know are to be used in a non-linear fashion. There are no
‘lessons’ here, but just a really interesting resource to be used as needed. The gorgeous
books are accompanied by a durable set of flashcards. Our wonderful volunteer teacher,
who has no prior teaching experience and very little time to prepare, finds she can teach
a really good lesson and the children have a good grasp of the vocabulary which they
retain over time. While Ha-Sefer Sheli guided users to learn whole words and practise
writing letters, it told the teacher, in the programme guide, to teach vocabulary first. I
bet no-one really did this, because we wanted to see some results! Eizeh kef is based on
learning Hebrew as a living language, and synthesizes vocabulary with phonics. It’s really
really clever, a bit like those children’s books you actually enjoy reading to your kids,
because they are fun in themselves and because you can appreciate the authors
intentions. I hope that every cheder and day school will look at this exciting new
approach. We at North London Progressive Jewish Community are looking forward to
getting our hands on unit 3.

Rabbi Shulamit Ambalu
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Eizeh Kef in Belarus:
Helping Jewish communities in the FSU

Skype training, London - Polotsk May 2013

Debra Brunner
12 September 2013

Little by little

Training works: In November 2012, Finchley Reform Synagogue helped the
Polotsk Jewish Community in Belarus, apply for some grant funding from the
Jewish Child’s Day Charity. That funding helped to buy the Eizeh Kef Hebrew
learning course. The madrichim in Polotsk have been learning how to use
Eizeh Kef with support and training from Jo-Ann Myers at the Leo Baeck
College in London. This training has been via Skype, and through
fundraising, the madrichim have also been able to come to London to train on
site at the LB College. They are now using Eizeh Kef to teach Hebrew at the
newly opened Sunday School in Polotsk. They love the fact that Eizeh Kef is
such a simple teaching tool to use, and that it is interactive, making it fun and
enjoyable for all ages to learn together. They also like the flexibility that there
is no set rule of how to use it and that the more creative you get with it, the
better and more fun it becomes. Children and adults, are starting to learn
Hebrew through the games without even realising that they are learning. This
is an amazing teaching resource that is hugely valued.
Debra Brunner, Coordinator for Finchley Reform Synagogue's Belarus
Project.

