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Tetzavveh 
Shabbat Zakhor 

I n t he gr ounds of t he Manor Hous e i n Nor t h London t he home of         ,    
Leo Baec k Col l ege t her e s t ands a memor i al pi l l ar t o t he v i c t i ms  ,         
of t he Shoah at t he t op of whi c h ar e c ar v ed t he f our Hebr ew             
l e t t er s , z ay i n k haf v av, ,  and r ey s h whi c h s pel l t he wor d    Zak hor .  
I n our Room of Pr ay er we hav e a Shoah l i ght wi t h s i x c andl e             
hol der s on whi c h t he s ame l et t er s ar e c ar v ed       , and t hey ar e on t he     
Ar k t oo , s o t hat t he mes s age of     Zak hor  i s ev er y wher e i mpr i nt ed on    
our br ai ns . 

Zak hor of c our s e me,  , ans Remember ! an, d i t i s s omet hi ng t hat an      
age-ol d peopl e l i k e   us does v er y eas i l y bec aus e we of t en s ee ,     
t he pr es ent r ef r ac t ed t hr ough t he l ens of t he pas t and we        ,   
r emember or ac t as i f we r emember,      , ev ent s of whi c h we hav e no      
di r ec t ex per i enc e , bec aus e hav i ng happened t o J ews l i k e us     t hey 
f eel as i f t hey f or m par t of our per s onal bac k s t or y          . 

I n no as pec t of J ewi s h l i f e i s t he c onc ept of Remembr anc e           
s t r onger t han at t he Hi gh Hol y Day s er v i c es when on Ros h       ,    
Has hanah we r ead t en v er s es of Remembr anc e      , Zi k hr onot bef or e t he,   
bl owi ng of one s et of c al l s on t he s hof ar and on Yom Ki ppur        ,    , 
whos e penul t i mat e s er v i c e i s ent i r e l y f oc us s ed on Remembr anc e       . 
But we al s o hav e t hi s Shabbat t he one bef or e Pur i m whi c h i s     ,    ,   
c al l ed Shabbat Zak hor on whi c h s i nc e t i me i mmemor i al,      we hav e  
been enj oi ned t o r emember t he deeds of t he ev i l Amal ek i t es a         ,  
des er t t r i be who at t ac k ed t he I s r ael i t es when t hey wander ed i n          
t he wi l der nes s and wer e damned by t he Tor ah f or al l t i me as a             
r es ul t . 

The Tor ah s r es pons e i s an i nj unc t i on whi c h demands p ’        er pet ual  
l oat hi ng at bes t and a c ommi t ment t o genoc i de at wor s t         , wi t h 
nei t her of whi c h any r i ght    -t h i nk i ng per s on woul d be c omf or t abl e    . 

Yet we al s o k now t hat f or get t i ng c an be v er y danger ous and not         ,   
j us t f or us f or when s oc i et i es f or get t he l es s ons l ear ne  ,       d by  
pai nf ul or t er r i b l e ex per i enc es    i n t he pas t t he out c omes c an be      
dr eadf ul One of t he f ac t s of l i f e t hat nev er c eas e.         s t o hor r i f y  
and f as c i nat e me i n equal meas ur e i s t he ev ent ual i mpl os i on of           
di c t at or s hi ps no mat t er wher e i t i s no mat t er how:     ,    appar ent l y 
power f ul t he l eader i n ques t i on t hei r demi s e and t hat of t hei r    ,       
r egi me i s i nev i t abl e bec aus e wi t hout t he popul ar wi l l        
ac qui es c i ng t o t he ex ec ut i v e s dec i s i ons a s oc i et y i s f ounded on   ’        
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f ear r at her t han c ons ent and t her ei n l i es t he s eeds of i t s   ,        
ul t i mat e c ol l aps e . 

Equal l y as t he appal l i ng t r agedy of Sy r i a s c i v i l war goes on,      ’      
and on wi t hout l et up    ev en t hough we k now t he As s ad r egi me and,         
al l i t s  hanger s-on ar e doomed  , s houl d al s o k now t hat many   
t hous ands may y et di e bef or e t he r egi me i s ex t i ngui s hed and w        ,  hen 
t hat  has happened what wi l l be l ef t wi l l be a des t r oy ed c ount r y          
wi t h a t r aumat i s ed popul at i on pr ey t o whi c hev er gr oup wi t hi n i s          
abl e t o or gani s e i t s el f t he     f as t es t . 

Per haps t hough t her e i s a pr obl em i nher ent i n r emember i ng t hat        :  
pr obl em i s not t hat t he     ac t of r emember i ng i s har d i t i s t hat i t    ,     
i s human nat ur e t o r emember s el ec t i v el y We hav e no pr obl em     .     
r emember i ng t he negat i v es es pec i al l y t hos e f r om whi c h we hav e  ,       
s uf f er ed we hav e no pr obl em r emember i ng t he pos i t i v es;       , 
es pec i al l y t he t r i umphs we    hav e enj oy ed of t en at t he ex pens e of,      
ot her s But wi t h t hos e r ec ol l ec t i ons whi c h of f er i ns t r uc t i on and.         
gui danc e or t hos e whi c h c ar r y di f f i c ul t l es s ons f or us t o,          
as s i mi l at e we ar e muc h l es s pr ec i s e and muc h mor e pr one t o,           
s el ec t i v e memor y l os s  . 

For me and ot he ,  r s i n  my f ami l y s i t uat i on i t i s not s el ec t i v e      
memor y l os s t hat i s at t he f or ef r ont of our mi nds but           
unav oi dabl e memor y l os s s pec i f i c al l y t hat whi c h i s t he mos t  ,       
pr onounc ed and di s t r es s i ng  t he,  mani f es t at i on of dement i a  . 

Lat e l as t y ear I r ec ei v ed t he news t       hat my mot her had s uf f er ed     
her f our t h br ai n s ei z ur e and been r us hed t o hos pi t a l I n a        .   
pec ul i ar way t hi s di d not t r oubl e me undul y par t l y bec aus e I was       ,     
r eas s ur ed by t he c ar e home wher e s he l i v es t hat s he had r egai ned            
c ons c i ous nes s bef or e t he ambul anc e t ook     her t o A E but al s o  & ,   
bec aus e I k new t he f or m     – s ei z ur e bl ac k out r et ur n t o,  ,   
c ons c i ous nes s t r i p t o hos pi t a l f or t es t s bac k t o t he home and,     ,      
not hi ng mor e . 

Howev er when I v i s i t ed her t hat s ame ev eni ng I was,          not  pr epar ed 
f or what happened  . 

My mot her has be   en i n a c ar e home now f or s ev er al y ear s and t hi s        ,   
y ear s he wi l l be y ear s ol d Ov er t hos e y ear s I hav e s een her    80  .         
c hange c ompl et el y and i f I l et i t get t o me i t woul d be hear t ,            -
br eak i ng But by and l ar ge I s t ay s t r ong bec aus e I hav e l ong.            
ac c ept ed what has   happened Then agai n al t hough I hav en t been.  ,   ’   
abl e t o t al k pr oper l y t o her f or y ear s my mot her has al way s had             
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a memor y t r i gger on my v i s i t s      – ei t her my f ac e or my v oi c e or  ,   ,  
s omet hi ng I hav e s ai d I t d i dn t add up t o muc h but i t di d mak e   .   ’          
me f eel t hat on    s ome l ev el ev en i n s uc h a t i ny way we s t i l l had ,      ,    
a c onnec t i on t hat I s t i l l had a mot her ,      . 
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That ev eni ng , t hough I c ame f ac e t o f ac e wi t h a new r eal i t y my,         :  
mot her no l onger had a c l ue who I was and not hi ng I c oul d do t o               
r eac h out t o her wor k ed She had l    .   ef t me at l as t and when s he   ,    
t ook her s el f t o bed and I t uc k ed her i n I as k ed her whet her I              
c oul d k i s s her goodni ght I was c onc er ned t hat t he f ac e of a   .         
s t r anger r eac hi ng down t owar ds her mi ght hav e di s t ur bed or         
di s t r es s ed her s o I as k ed my mot her f or per m ,       i s s i on t o k i s s her    
goodni ght …i t was at one and t he s ame t i me bi z ar r e and pr of oundl y           
ups et t i ng t he t hi ng I k now I s hal l r emember when s he has,          , 
mer c i f ul l y been abl e t o s hak e f r ee of her non,        -ex i s t enc e and  
l eav e t hi s l i f e f or good    . 

Las t week end i n t he paper     I r ead a quot e f r om a man who t ol d hi s          
daught er t hat t he s ec r et of a good mar r i age was t he s har i ng of            
memor i es I t r eal l y made me t hi nk …not j us t about t he i mpor t anc e.          
of memor y on s o many di f f er ent l ev el s i n our l i v es or t he way s         ,    
i n whi c h we t ak e t hi s f ac u     l t y f or gr ant ed or mi s us e and abus e  ,     
i t but about how,    pr ec i ous memor i es ar e t o eac h and ev er y one of        
us and how i mpor t ant i t i s t o do t he t hi ngs t hat bec ome good             
memor i es whenev er t he oppor t uni t y pr es ent s i t s el f r at her t han        
put i t of f t o anot her day or t     ,  i me The wr i t er added t hat her.      
f at her di ed when s he was qui t e y oung but s he put down t he f ac t      ,       
t hat s he had s us t ai ni ng memor i es of hi m t o hi s hav i ng done s o            
muc h wi t h her when s he was y oung c r eat i ng bonds of l ov e and      ,      
s har ed memor y t hat ev en deat h c oul d no      t s ev er . 

So on t hi s   Shabbat Zak hor i t i s not a mes s age about t he enemi es,         
who hav e bes et t he J    ewi s h peopl e t hr oughout hi s t or y    t hat I want   
t o s har e nor about ant i ,   -Semi t i s m, or t he c ont empor ar y r el ev anc e    
of t he f es t i v al of Pur i m whi c h we s hal l r egr oup and c          el ebr at e 
t oni ght i t i s about,    memor y memor y as a c r os s:    -gener at i onal  
c onnec t i on memor y as a s our c e of s t r engt h and c our age memor y as,        ,   
a s our c e of l aught er and t ear s memor y as a s our c e of     ,      
i ns pi r at i on . 

Don t what ev er el s e y ou do t ak e memor y f or gr ant ed’ ,    ,    , i t i s on ,  
ev er y l ev el one of t he mos t pr ec i ous and f r agi l e f ac ul t i es t hat ,          
human bei ngs pos s es s  . Zak hor r emember y our memor i es,   , Lo Ti s hk ac h , 
do not  f or get . 

AMEN 

 

Rabbi Dr Char l es H Mi ddl ebur gh     
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